THE  NEW   KING
definitely: 'If only the King of England will show that he means to assist the King against the rebels, peace will soon be made/1
This explains the fact that on July loth Pennington received orders to return to Dieppe and take aboard as many Frenchmen as the French Admiral ordered. The next day Sir John Coke forwarded to Secretary Gonway the news that the Captains of the merchant ships considered themselves freed from any engagements in the matter, refusing to allow their ships to be used for such a purpose: 'The owners say their ships are their freeholds, and they say they are English free-born and will not put themselves into French jurisdiction. Our seamen generally are most resolute Protestants and will rather be killed or thrown overboard than compelled to shed the blood of Protestants.5 a
In a vain effort to please all parties by astute dissimulation Buckingham's secretary Nicholas was now dispatched to Dieppe with the following instructions, recorded by his own pen: 'To employ my best endeavour to hinder or at least delay the delivery of the ships to the French, but therein so to carry myself that the Ambassador might not discern but that I was sent of purpose, and with full instructions and command to effect his desire, and to cause all the ships to be put into his hands.' In the disputes which followed he did his best to carry out these instructions, bidding Pennington and the Captains give up their ships whenever the French were present, but behind their backs urging them to do nothing of the kind. Pennington played his part by declaring that his men were so mutinous that he could do nothing with them. To Buckingham he stated his position clearly enough: 'I had rather live my life with bread and water/ he wrote, ethan betray my King and
1 GARDINER, v, p. 381.            * Ccd. S. P. Dom. (Charles I), 1625-26, p. 58.
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